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S-4488. 1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6144

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Natural Resources, Ocean & Recreation (originally sponsored
by Senators Jacobsen and Kohl - Wl | es)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 18/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to a Pacific Northwest maritine national heritage
area feasibility assessnent; creating new sections; and naking an
appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. SHORT TITLE. This act may be cited as the

"Pacific Northwest maritinme national heritage area feasibility
assessnent act."

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. FINDINGS. The legislature finds that:

(1) The natural and cultural geography of western Washington is
shaped by the Pacific Ocean, the straits, and the inland waterways of
Puget Sound;

(2) For hundreds of years, native peoples relied upon these
i nterconnected saltwater passages for sustenance and for nobility
wi thin the region and beyond,

(3) The first Euro-American immgrants to the area continued to
depend al nost exclusively upon these waterways for the novenent of
peopl e and goods;

p. 1 SSB 6144



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W WwWwwWwWwWMNDNDNDMDNDNMNMNDNMDDNMNDNMNMNMNMDNPEPEPRPPRPEPRPRPRPPRPERPRPRERPPRPRE
0O NO O A W NPEFP O OOWuNO O P WNEOOOOOWwNOO O owDNDER.Oo

(4) The early industries of the region, including |ogging, mning,
and agriculture, utilized the waterways for comerce even after the
advent of railroads and overl and roads;

(5) Al manner of vessels were designed, built, and maintained on
the shores of western Washington, resulting in the proliferation of
mari ne and boat buil ding industries;

(6) Fisheries, conmmercial water transport, and recreational boating
becane essential to the econom c health of the region;

(7) Maritinme skills and traditions flourished in the form of sai
maki ng, knot work, boat buil di ng, woodworking, and maritinme art, nusic,
and storytelling;

(8 This maritime culture has left a tangible legacy on the
| andscape of western Washington in the form of boatyards, canneries,
coastguard stations, dry docks, ferry landings, |ighthouses, marinas,
naval stations, piers, shipyards, wharfs, and all manner of vessels;

(9) In today's global econony our traditional maritime culture is
i ncreasingly endangered by the loss of jobs in the maritinme industries,
the decline of famly fishing, the erosion of maritine skills,
wat erfront devel opnent pressures, the high cost of historic vessel
preservation, and other factors;

(10) Over seventy-five organi zations and public agencies in western
Washi ngton currently focus on sone aspect of preserving and
interpreting our maritinme heritage;

(11) Over one hundred historic sites, nuseuns, and attractions
relating to maritine heritage currently exist in western Washi ngton;

(12) The communities of G g Harbor, Gays Harbor, Port Townsend,
Seattle, Tacoma, and others are working tirelessly to «create
significant regional maritinme heritage centers that collect and steward
I npor t ant maritime resources, of fer high quality educational
progranm ng, and pronote heritage tourism

(13) These communities wish to collaborate with other interested
organi zati ons, agencies, tribes, and communities in positioning our
collective maritine heritage as a premer regional attraction and
distinctive cultural anmenity; and

(14) National heritage areas designated by the United States
congress provide a nechanism to protect, enhance, celebrate, and
pronote such assenblages of thematically related natural, cultural
hi storic, and scenic resources through | ocal partnerships.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. DEFIN TIONS. The definitions in this
section apply throughout this act unless the context clearly requires
ot herw se.

(1) "Departnment” nmeans the departnment of archaeol ogy and historic
preservation.

(2) "Director” nmeans the director of the departnment of archaeol ogy
and historic preservation.

(3) "National heritage area" neans a | ocally nmanaged, congressiona
desi gnati on t hat f ocuses heritage-centered interpretation,
conservation, and devel opnent projects over a conplex matrix of public
and private |and.

(4) "Study area" neans (a) coastal areas of Wshington counties
bordering the Pacific Ccean, including Pacific, Gays Harbor
Jefferson, and Callam counties; and (b) coastal areas of Washi ngton
counties bordering on Puget Sound and straits to the north, including
What com San Juan, Skagit, Island, Snohom sh, King, Pierce, Thurston,
Mason, Kitsap, Jefferson, and C allam counti es.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 4. PROPCSED PACI FI C NORTHVWEST MARI Tl ME NATI ONAL
HERI TAGE AREA. (1) The director, in consultation with appropriate
state, tribal, and l|ocal governnental agencies, wth federal |I|and
managers within the study area, with the advisory group created in
subsection (2) of this section, and wth other i nterested
organi zati ons, shall conduct a prelimnary assessnent to determ ne the
feasibility of seeking congressional designation for a Pacific
Nort hwest maritinme national heritage area in western Washi ngton

(2) The director may consult with individuals fromthe public and
private sector or ask the individuals to establish an advisory
commttee. Menbers of such an advisory committee are not entitled to
expense rei nbursenent. The advisory commttee shall include, but is
not limted to, representatives fromthe follow ng organi zati ons:

(a) 4Culture and Seattle/King county maritime heritage initiative
partners;

(b) Foss waterway seaport/working waterfront maritime nuseum

(c) G g Harbor peninsula historical society/harbor history nuseum

(d) Grays Harbor historical seaport authority;

(e) Northwest maritinme center and wooden boat foundati on;
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(f) Pacific Northwest maritine heritage council and nenber groups;
and

(g) United Indians of all tribes.

(3) The assessnent shall include analysis, docunentation, and
determ nati ons on whet her:

(a) The study area:

(1) Has an assenblage of natural, cultural, scenic, and historic
resources that together represent distinctive aspects of Anmerican
heritage worthy of recognition, conservation, interpretation, and
conti nui ng use;

(1i1) Reflects traditions, custons, beliefs, and folk life that are
a val uabl e part of the national story;

(rit) Provi des out st andi ng conservati on, recreation, and
educati onal opportunities;

(1v) Contains resources that are inportant to the identified thene
and that retain a degree of integrity capable of supporting
interpretation; and

(v) Could be managed as an assenbl age through partnershi ps anong
public and private entities at the local, regional, state, or federal
| evel ; and

(b) The residents, business interests, nonprofit organizations, and
federal, tribal, state, and | ocal governnments within the study area:

(1) Have denonstrated support for designation of a national
heritage area;

(1i) Are involved in the planning;

(1i1) Support the proposed boundary nap;

(1v) Have developed a conceptual plan outlining roles for all
partici pants; and

(v) Have agreed upon a suitable and willing managenent entity to
pl an and i npl enent the project.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. REPORT. Not later than two fiscal years
after the date on which funds are nmade available to carry out the
assessnment, the director shall submt a report setting forth the
findi ngs, conclusions, and recomendati ons of the director wth respect
to the feasibility assessnent to the senate commttee on natural
resources, ocean and recreation, and to the house commttee on
comuni ty and economni ¢ devel opnent and trade.
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NEW SECTION.  Sec. 6. APPROPRI ATION. The sum of one hundred fifty
thousand dollars, or as mnuch thereof as nay be necessary, is
appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008, fromthe genera
fund to the departnent of archaeol ogy and historic preservation for the
pur poses of carrying out this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. CAPTIONS. Captions used in this act are not
any part of the |aw

~-- END ---
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